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Synthetic Biology Ethics Debate

Background
In this assignment, you will be researching both sides of the synthetic biology ethics argument. Your research will include a TED Talk, a Podcast and one of two articles. Your goal is to find evidence from all of your sources that support both sides of the argument. After completing your research, you will be chosen to support one of the two sides in a debate. The debate teams will consist of four students, who will compete against four students on the other side of the argument. At the conclusion of the debate, the class will vote for the team that best supports the argument.

Goal

Your goal is not necessarily to win, but to prepare to defend your side as best you are able. You will be marked on the quality of your evidence, your ability to defeat your opponent’s arguments, adherence to rules and the confidence of your presentation.

Preparation

Once assigned a side in the debate, it is your task to research the topic. You will gather evidence that will be used to support your group’s position. Using two pieces of evidence, your team will give commentary to support your argument. It is critical to consider what the opposition will say. Think through all the possible arguments your opponents will make. Success in a debate hinges on the ability to show that the opposing team’s reasoning is weaker than yours. 

Watch:

·  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QfLtQwiQ_7s
Listen: 
· http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=87803954
Read:

· http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1997447,00.html
· http://bioethics.gov/sites/default/files/PCSBI-Synthetic-Biology-Report-12.16.10_0.pdf (Applications, Benefits, and Risks Page 55)

Format

	Speech Format:
	Debate Format:

	1. Topic sentence (Claim)

2. Evidence

3. Commentary

4. Evidence 

5. Commentary

6. Concluding statement 

7. 2 questions posed to the opposition


	1. Team A: Initial speech (3 min)

2. Team B: Initial speech (3 min)

3. Break: Prepare for rebuttal (2 min)

4. Team A: Rebuttal (2 min)

5. Team B: Rebuttal (2 min)




Synthetic Biology Ethics Evidence

Directions: While doing your research, record evidence (at least 5 points) for both sides of the argument. You will use this information to prepare your debate.

	For Synthetic Biology 
	Against Synthetic Biology

	
	


